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There are only two majorcommercial grade
wallcovering adhesive manufacturers remaining
in theUnited States: Gardner-Gibson&
Roman Decorative Products.Th ey have con-
solidatedmarket positionsby developing
numerousprivatelabelbrandsfor mostmajor
retailpaintstore chainsandin somecasesmass-
merchandisingbuilder supplyoutlets.Their
brandedandprivatelabelproductswork quite
well andcanbeusedfor a successfulinstallation
if thesegeneralguidelinesare followed.

Always usea recommendedcompatible primer
with theselectedbrandof adhesive. N ew sheet
rock, previously paintedsheetrock (latexor oil
basedpaint?), sheetrock with wallcovering pre-
viously installedandsubsequentlyremoved
(adhesive residueremaining), sheetrock in high
humidityenvironmentswill require slightly
di�erentsurfacepreparationsandor formula-
tionsdependingon local jobsiteconditions.
There are primers for uniqueinstallationsthat
canbediscussedon a case-by-case basis.

A few questionsandcloseattentionto individ-
ual jobsitedetailsare a big plus for successful
installations.We have foundthatwater-based
acrylic andor latexprimers are preferred to
almost all other types of primers. The individ-
ual paintstoreswill know thecompatibilityof
their house brand of primers relative to their
brandof adhesive relative to theconditionof
the chosen substrate. The good news is that it
is not rocket science. the product information / 
applicationlabelsare actuallyprettygoodin
this industry.
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G E N E R A L  A D H E S I V E  G U I D E L I N E S

The best general guidelines for a suitable
wallcovering adhesive are as follows:

1) Premixed commercial gradeavailable in
one andfive gallonbuckets.

2) A “clay” premixed is thebaselinefor com-
mercial wallcovering adhesives. All commercial
wallcovering adhesivesare waterbased. Cl ay
basedadhesivesrequire a little more attention
thana“clear cellulose” adhesive when they are
dropped, smeared or spilledon surfacesother
thanthebackof thewallcovering. A real“sea
spongeis recommendedfor cleaning/ remov-
ing clay based adhesive residue. Do not try to 
save a few dollars by buying a conventional
sponge. Time is money. A cheap sponge will
spreadtheadhesive over a largerareaandcome
back to haunt you when it dries. Rinse with 
cleanwater. Changewaterfrequently.

Someinstallers preferclay basedproducts
becausethey canreadilyseetheamountof
adhesive thathasbeenappliedto thewallcov-
ering or thewall if “dry hanging”.There also
may be some additional "open time" (the
amountof time available to installthematerial
before it driesout) dependingon thelocal
temperatur  e andhumidity.

3) A “clear” (cellulosevs clay) basedadhesive
will minimize clean-upissues. It driesto a con-
sistency similar to oatmeal residue and will
�ake o� easily. Be careful around exotic �nishes
(silk, woods, etc…) regardlessof whattypeof
adhesive is used. One inch“ blue” painters tape
is greatfor a quick barrier betweenthe�nishes,
over ceilinggrids, moldings, etc...

4) A “ strippable ” commercial gradeadhesive
will facilitatefuture removal of material when
your client is readyto changetheir image/mes-
sage. If you plan on going back for a future.
applicationor work with thesameclient
repeatedlyin multiplelocationsthenseriously
considera strippable adhesive andsuitable
primer.Your client, installerandthewallswill
appreciate your foresight. 
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G E N E R A L  P R O D U C T  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  ( M O R E  A R E  A V A I L A B L E ) :  

1 ) Gardner-Gibson
a ) Primer: Dynamite® 235 / HD acrylic primer sizing: 350-400 sq. ft. per gallon.
b ) Primer: 221 clear wall prep.
c ) Primer: 222 white tinted wall prep.
d ) Adhesive: Dynamite® 780 H D clear strippable: 275-300 sq. ft. per gallon.
e ) Adhesive: Dynamite® 234 premium H D clear/strippable.
f ) Adhesive: Dynamite® 433 clay based strippable.
g ) Adhesive: Dynamite® 111 clay based not strippable. Lastresort.

2 ) R omanDecoratingProducts, Professional® Series:
a ) Primer: Pro 935 (R -35® ): 400-450 sq. ft. per gallon (might be over kill for some)
b ) Primer: Pro 909 vinyl prep.

d ) Pro Ultra® Prime 977: great for new sheetrock applications.
e ) Adhesive: Pro 870 H D clear strippable: 275-300 sq. ft. per gallon.
f ) Adhesive: Pro 838 H D clear.
g ) A dhesive: Pro 774 clay strippable.
g ) Adhesive: Pro 732 clay. (lastresort).

3 ) R omanDecorating Products: (high humidity environments)
a ) Primer: Pro 988 (for mildew prone environments)400-450 sq. ft per gallon.
b ) Adhesive: Pro 888 Clear. (for mildew prone areas) :275-300 sq. ft. per gallon.

4 ) Benjamin- Moore:
a ) Primer: U niversalWall Grip® 203: 400 sq. ft. per gallon

5 ) Sherwin-W illiams:
a ) Primer: Prep-R ite® Pro Block®
b ) Prep-Rit e® Bonding
c ) Prep-R ite® Pre-Wallcovering Primer (dependson condition andtype of substrate).

6 ) Z insse r :
a ) Primer: Gardz®
b ) Also supply quality mildew protection products.
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c ) Primer: Pro 990 vinyl prep.
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